
A proposal for a Nature Reserve at Penbeagle, St Ives

The proposed site is an area of approximately 11 hectares of scrub and heathland extending south 
from the Paleman Best Recreation Ground and the newly established St Ives Community Orchard, 
rising to Carnstabba Hill behind the Penbeagle Industrial Estate. The site was previously part of 
Penbeagle Farm and comprises a number of fields with possibly ancient boundaries. These have 
become overgrown as natural vegetation has invaded. On top of the site is a granite tor and rock 
outcrop with a small cave. The majority of the land is owned by Cornwall Council (see map, 
Appendix 2). A large part of the site is a County Wildlife Site, designated by Cornwall Wildlife 
Trust. The Palemon-Best Charitable Trust (administered by St Ives Town Council) controls an area 
of the proposed site adjacent to the recreation ground. There is an area of scrub on the southern 
boundary of the site that would be appropriate to include within the nature reserve, subject to the 
approval of the landowner.

Current Use

This area is already used informally for walking, including dog walking, by local residents and 
forms a very pleasant backdrop to the recreation ground and Penbeagle area in general (see photos 
attached). The formal designation of the area as a nature reserve would have the benefit of clearly 
defining an area of acknowledged wildlife importance and preserving it for the quiet enjoyment of 
nature by residents and visitors of St Ives. Further, highlighting the area in this way is likely to 
attract the support of local residents who may then take an active interest in caring for the site.

Global Environmental Benefits

With growing concerns regarding climate change the proposed nature reserve is an area where 
numerous trees might be planted to act as a carbon sink. Further, enhancing the local environment 
in this way may encourage greater use of local facilities, possibly reducing travel. The existing 
footpath on the site might be linked up to other paths in the vicinity, in particular those connecting 
St Ives with Halsetown, providing a pleasant alternative route and helping to reduce our dependence 
on motorised transport.

Management needs

In contrast to the Steeple Woodland Nature Reserve, there is very little that is required. Other than 
tree planting, the site could be treated with a light touch with minimal interference to preserve the  
naturalness of the site and avoid disturbance of wildlife. The higher areas might be managed as 
lowland heath with the introduction of grazing. The footpath tends to become overgrown in summer 
months and would benefit from occasional clearance. Tree planting would significantly enhance the 
site from both wildlife and aesthetic perspectives. 

Proposed Habitat Management

A plan is attached detailing the potential habitat that might be established. In particular note the  
coniferous / evergreen woodland around the margin of the site bordering the industrial estate to 
provide screening. Native deciduous woodland on the lower slopes of the hillside gradually gives 
way to open heathland on the summit of the hill. There are some dense areas of blackthorn and 
bramble scrub that should be left intact as these areas have an intrinsic wildlife value. To the south 
of the summit are small rough meadows containing gorse scrub. This again has an intrinsic wildlife 
value. It is outside the area owned by PDC and attempts should be made to include it in the nature 
reserve boundary.



Features of Interest

Throughout the site there are old field boundaries. There are remains of a number of small 
buildings. Just beyond the western boundary of the PDC-owned area of land is a small cave which 
appears to have been drilled with machinery into a large mass of granite. Attempts could be made to 
include this feature within the boundary of the nature reserve. Throughout the site there is surface 
granite and more substantial tors on the summit of Carnstabba Hill.

Plan of Action

 Management Agreement to be drawn up between Cornwall Council and Steeple Woodland 
Project Group; 

 Seek agreement agreement of landowner/s of areas not owned by Cornwall Council for 
inclusion in the nature reserve;

 Management Plan to be written; 
 Natural England and Cornwall Wildlife Trust to be consulted re Local Nature Reserve 

status; 
 Local community group to be set up to take on management activities on site under the 

umbrella of the Steeple Woodland Project in the short to medium term and possibly as a 
self-sustaining group in the the longer term. 

Appendices: 

1. Site map
2. Boundary map
3. A proposal for habitats of the nature reserve
4. Photographs
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Appendix 1. Map showing location of proposed nature reserve at Penbeagle



Appendix 2. Map showing site boundaries



Appendix 3. 



Appendix 4. Photos of proposed nature reserve

Granite tor on top of Carnstabba Hill. Penbeagle Industrial Estate behind. 
Tree planting on the lower slopes of the hill would provide a pleasant backdrop for 
the estate and screen the estate from the nature reserve.

View towards The Island, St Ives from the top of Carnstabba Hill.



View from Carnstabba Hill towards Buttermilk  Hill.  The path from the recreation ground 
to the top of the hill provides a very pleasant walk.

The path from the recreation ground through the wild fields making its way up Carnstabba Hill. 
Appropriate tree planting in this area would enhance the landscape and wildlife habitat. 


